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Georgia Southern staff member named Best Author/Writer by 
Savannah Magazine 
September 23, 2020 
Melanie Simón, a communications manager on the Georgia Southern University Armstrong Campus, was 
recently named Best Writer/Author in Savannah by Savannah Magazine in its annual Best Of Savannah 
awards. Simón has written and published two books, La Americana: A Memoir and Leopold’s Ice Cream: A 
Century of Tasty Memories. 
“I had no idea that I was even in the running or that I had won until a 
friend texted me, ‘Congrats on your Best of Savannah win!’” Simón said. 
“It’s a reader-voted award, which is what makes it so special.” 
Simón has worked on the Armstrong Campus since May 2015. She began 
her career in publishing in New York City, and later returned to Savannah 
where she has served as a publicist and writer since 2003. Currently, she is 
partnering with producer Stratton Leopold on the book-to-film 
development of La Americana and will serve as a co-producer of the film. 
Simón said she’s honored to have won the award. 
“I was floored,” she said. “Savannah is loaded with creative talent, and to 
















Melanie Simón presents her latest book, 
Leopold’s Ice Cream: A Century of Tasty 
Memories, at an event at Leopold’s Ice Cream 
in Savannah. 
CARES Center committed to keeping Georgia Southern safe 
during COVID-19 pandemic 
September 23, 2020 
Before the COVID-19 pandemic, Kelly Crosby’s title was Director of Risk & Compliance in the Internal Audit, 
Risk & Compliance Department. However, since the Georgia Southern University CARES Service Center was 
formed, she has been totally involved helping limit the spread of COVID-19. 
“No one knew what to expect when we joined this project,” said Crosby, the 
head of the CARES Center Contact Notification Team. “Every team member has 
worked long hours on top of their regular jobs to develop and implement new 
processes to maintain a safe and healthy campus. When our report volume was 
at its highest, we didn’t get a day off for over a month.” 
The CARES Service Center consists of the contact notification team, a student 
team, a faculty/staff team and a call center. All members of the contact 
notification team have completed a training course developed by Johns Hopkins 
University to understand the reasons for contact tracing and how to 
communicate with those affected.  
Contact notification and tracing entails asking those who have tested positive 
and anyone who has been in close contact with them to limit contact with other 
people. The concept has been used to slow the spread of Ebola, measles, 
tuberculosis and other contagious diseases. 
Students, faculty and staff who report a positive test can access a wide variety of assistance from the various 
CARES teams, including notifications to faculty that the student is excused from class; access to 
accommodations developed by faculty members to allow students to stay current with instruction; delivery of 
meals to students living on campus; when they can safely return to classes; extensions of the isolation period 









The slides above is from the training course each member of the CARES teams completed. The top slide shows how quickly the virus can spread if 
each positive case spreads the virus to two other people. The bottom slide shows how the number of people who contract the virus is reduced if the 
contacts of one person are reduced.  
Crosby said if someone on campus has tested positive they should isolate, and if they have been in close 
contact with someone who is positive, they should quarantine. 
“Isolation for sick people or quarantine for potentially exposed people means eliminating contact with other 
people, except for doctors,” Crosby said. “We recommend staying in your own bedroom, using your own 
bathroom facilities and not sharing common spaces whenever possible. That means you don’t go out to get 
food, to run errands or invite your friends over to keep you company.” 
A close contact is defined by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention as anyone who lives with you, 
including family or roommates; anyone you have seen face-to-face and been within 6 feet of for 15 minutes or 
more; and anyone who has been in direct contact with you or with your secretions. Close contacts are 
required by the department of health to quarantine for 14 days from the date of last contact with someone 
who has tested positive. 
“If your roommate is positive but does not isolate away from you, your quarantine period does not end until 
14 days after your last contact,” Crosby said. “If your roommate continues to use the common areas of your 
apartment, your quarantine period resets each time they come out of their room. That means you may be in 
quarantine for up to 24 days.” 
Crosby said she is proud of the CARES teams’ dedication and support of themselves and the rest of the 
Georgia Southern community. 
“Of all of the projects I have participated in during my career, I think this has been one of the most 
challenging, most rewarding and most meaningful.” 
For more information on the CARES Center, visit https://www.georgiasouthern.edu/covid-19-information/. 
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Georgia Southern online RN-BSN program ranked nationally for 
fastest, most affordable online RN to BSN programs 
September 23, 2020 
 
The Georgia Southern RN to BSN program has been named the No. 5 Fastest Online program of its kind in the 
nation by RNtoMSN.com  
Georgia Southern University’s online RN to BSN program has been ranked No. 5 for Fastest Online RN to BSN 
Programs and No. 24 for Most Affordable Online RN to BSN Programs in the nation for 2020 by RNtoMSN.org. 
“The flexibility built into the program of study allows students to complete the program at a pace that is 
comfortable for them,” Program Director Sheri Carey, DNP, said. ”The program can be completed in two 
semesters, which is one of the fastest in the nation. Most students choose to complete the program in three 
to four semesters.” 
RNtoMSN.org analyzed more than 500 universities with online RN to BSN programs and based their ranking 
factors on a university’s academic reputation, student completions, average debt and earnings, and program 
costs. 
The program consists of eight online courses that provide nurses with more advanced training to better care 
for patients. 
“As a program within the University System of Georgia, tuition is significantly less than the tuition at a 
proprietary or for-profit school,” Carey said. “The program chooses books that can be used for more than one 
course, and some books are available through electronic course reserve in the library, which helps with the 
affordability of the program. The only fee students pay is for liability insurance, which they purchase through 
the university at a discounted rate.” 
 
For more information on the RN to BSN program, visit chp.georgiasouthern.edu/nursing/programs/online-rn-
to-bsn/. 
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